Noises things make

(Game

We frequently find it difficult to describe a sound precisely. Notice how often English
speakers say: There was a sort of bang or I heard a kind of crack. However, there
is clearly a difference between a thud and a squeak, a rattle and a roar. One thing
which will also help you is that most of the words of this kind can act as both a noun

and a verb.

Try, in each section of ten items below, to find a sound on the right that can be caused
by each item in the left-hand column. (Most of these words can be used as nouns and

verbs, which is something!)

bacon frying in the pan

leaves in the breeze

a clock

keys in a pocket

a bomb

wind through the trees

a well-tuned Rolls Royce engine
tyres when one brakes suddenly
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kettle boiling

wine glasses or little bells

knives being scraped together

a sugar lump dropped into the tea
something heavy dropping into the sea
something’s loose under the car bonnet
the quiet, background sound of a fridge
the old jailer’s keys

champagne corks coming out

a light being switched on
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21 the high-pitched sound of a factory machine

22 rain on the roof

23 wood burning on the fire

24 a tap that can’t be turned right off
25 a whip or a bone breaking

26 curtains in a draught

27 little pigs or again tyres after sudden braking

28 lions or a powerful engine
29 mice or the chair leg moving on the floor
30 a car going into a wall

Practice
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sack of potatoes falling from a great height

a loose floorboard or door that needs oiling

creak
rustle
bang
screech
thud
tick
sizzle
purr
jingle
whistle

plop
grate
hum
splash
pop
jangle
click
tinkle
rattle
hiss

crackle
squeak
swish
squeal
crash
whine
roar
crack
drip
patter

List other things or events which might cause each of the noises and sounds listed

above.

Explain what causes noise pollution in our society and suggest some remedies if you

can.



